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Kickstart your STEM Career 

Presented by: 
Rachel Jolly, Alex Hession 

10.20 am  Tuesday 27th February 2024



Welcome

• Whoever you are and whatever your needs, we’re 
eager to hear from a mix of different voices at this 
event.

• Please be respectful of other’s contributions and 
constructive in your own.

• Please do not share private information such as your 
address, phone number, or student ID.

Audio Set Up

Adobe Connect set up
We recommend using the latest version of the Adobe 
Connect desktop app.
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Content

1. Introductions

2. Career as a journey 

3. Skills to use to reach your destination

4. Career readiness 

5. Navigate your future

6. Signpost to Resources

7. Summarise and Close
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Quick polls

Do you feel you have consciously 
planned your career previously? 

How confident do you feel about how to 
plan your career? 
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What does your career journey look like?
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What if the ‘car’ 
is still in the 
garage?
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Skills 

Self-reflection

Resilience

Curiosity 
Research

Time 
management

Networking

Problem 
solving

Adaptability 
Risk taking

Communication



Polls

Which are your top 3 skills?

Which 3 skills do you think you need to develop?

Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND



CAREER READINESS STAGES
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES



Career Readiness Poll

What stage are you at?
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES

Discover Your Goals
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES

Discover Your Goals
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if you know what you’d love to do in life, but don’t know how to get there or find the wealth of information 

overwhelming
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Goals on the Go Resource Pack- Explore
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➢ if you’re ready to apply for opportunities but are struggling to break through, want to brush up your skills in 
handling interviews or assessment centres or just want a CV that shines.
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES
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CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY SERVICES

Time Tuesday 27 Feb Wednesday 28 Feb

10:00 - 10:30 Keynote speech from Microsoft – “The treasure 
inside of you”

Keynote speech from Professor Nicholas Braithwaite, STEM 
Executive Dean at the Open University

10:30 -11:30 Kickstart your STEM career-D,E,A,P Developing digital skills – in conjunction with Cisco

11:45 - 12:15 Mapping the STEM jobs landscape D,E No limits for women - STEM Women D,E,A,P
12:15 - 13:15 Inside computing, technology and digital 

careers - employer panel-D,E,A
Inside biology, chemistry, health and natural sciences careers - 
employer panel
or
Inside design and innovation careers - employer panel D,E

13:45 - 14:15 No limits with disabilities - Enable Science 
D,E,A,P

No limits – representation matters with BB STEM D,E,A

14:15 - 15:15 Inside geography, environmental and earth 
sciences careers - employer panel D,E,A

Inside mathematics and statistics careers - employer panel 
D,E,A

15:30 - 16:30 Inside engineering careers - employer panel 
D,E,A

Inside physics, astronomy, and space science careers - 
employer panel D,E,A

16:30 - 17:00 No limits to age or experience - STEM Returners 
D,E,A,P

Inclusive Futures Program- DEAP

https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497971
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497971
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498009
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498009
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497974
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498010
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497977
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498012
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498007
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498007
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498014
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498014
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498015
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497982
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498017
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497987
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3497987
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498018
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498006
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498019
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498019
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/events/detail/3498008
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Careers and Employability Services on the Help 
Centre

Your Career Planning Guide

OpportunityHub

CV360 and Interview360 

STEM Subject Sites
https://learn2.open.ac.uk/blocks/subjectlist/

Resources

https://help.open.ac.uk/topic/careers
https://help.open.ac.uk/topic/careers
https://help.open.ac.uk/opportunityhub
https://openuniversity.careercentre.me/interview360
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How Far have we travelled today- Summary

1. Career as a journey 

2. Skills to use to reach your destination- what you feel you are good at now and what you might 

need to develop

3. Navigate your future resource

4. CPG and KUDOS

How confident do you feel now after the session- Open poll



@openunicareers

@openunicareers

Please spend 5 minutes telling us what you thought of this session using the feedback link 

below:

https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/Form.aspx?id=3563644 

Thanks for joining us

Further resources:

• Build your future with career confidence

• Navigate your future activity pathway

Careers and Employability Services

OU students and alumni make strong candidates 

and you are no exception.

At any time during your studies and for up to 3 years 

after, we provide tools, resources, events, and 

consultations.

Visit open.ac.uk/careers

https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/Form.aspx?id=3563644
https://help.open.ac.uk/build-your-future-with-career-confidence
https://opportunityhub.open.ac.uk/students/workflows/detail/5
https://help.open.ac.uk/careers
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Evaluation and feedback
How satisfied with the session 1-10 (10 
great!)

Something learned/ found out/ will take 
away

Something will do now Improvements? Anything expected and 
didn’t cover 
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